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out natural laws; and it was believed that
the methods and processes of life would be
divested of their secrecy and their irrespon-
sibility; but the effect of further investi-
gation is to reveal that life is infinitely more
complex than was supposed, and that the
end is as dim as ever; though science did
for a while make havoc of the stereotyped
imaginative systems of faith and belief, so
that men supposed that beauty was but
an accidental emphasis of law, and that the
love of it could be traced to very material
preferences.

The artist was for a time dismayed, at
being confronted by the chemist who held
that he had explained emotion because he
had analysed the substance of tears; and
for a time the scientific spirit drove the
spirit of art into cliques and coteries, so
that artists were hidden, like the Lord's
prophets, by fifties in caves, and fed upon
bread and water.

What mostly I would believe now injures
and overshadows art, is that artists are
affected by the false standard of prosperous
life, are not content to work in poverty and
simplicity, but are anxious, as all ambitious
natures who love applause must be, to share